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Trigger Werning: 
Self-Harm is vividly depicted in this production. 
DIRECTOR'S NOTE: THE HERESY OF LOVE 
"Why should our faith fear knowledge? For knowledge comes from Him. And without it we would be 
as animals, wading through the mud and slime. Why should that light of knowledge be less precious, 
less miraculous in my mind than in yours? Where in the Bible does it say that girls cannot be wise? 
Show me, prove to me beyond all doubt that fact, and I will then be silent:• -Spoken by Sor Juana Ines 
de la Cruz to Archbishop Aguijar y Seijas in The Heresy of Love by Helen Edmundson 
It is a privilege to direct Helen Edmundson's brilliant play, The Heresy of Love, which imagines the 
life of one of the Spanish Golden Age's foremost intellectuals, a nun named Sor Juana Ines de la 
Cruz. Juana's plays and poems were acclaimed by the Court, but criticized by many in the Catholic 
Church for their secular themes. Edmundson writes The Heresy of Love in the style of a Spanish 
Golden Age Drama (the genre in which Sor Juana wrote), weaving an intriguing tale of betrayal, 
desire, mistaken identity, and raw ambition. The play asks questions which seem as urgent now as 
they were during the life of Sor Juana. Why do certain powerful figures fear intellectual freedom? 
Does a religion need to maintain the strictness of its rules in order to remain relevant and powerful? 
Why do so many faiths and cultures continue to silence women? Sor Juana's "voracious curiosity" 
inspired her to make these inquiries before it was considered appropriate for a woman to put such 
thoughts to paper. I hope this play encourages us to pick up her mantle, seek out the truth, and be 
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